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N H E Apoſtle Jiek i in this Ci dire Ori- : 
ſtians how to carry tow rds each other in refe- 
rence to the leſſer diſputable Matters, about 
which their Semiments might differ. He be- 
gins it thus, Him that is weat in the Faith. receive ye. Hm 
that is Weak in the Faith, Him whom ye account Weak, Or, 


10" he be really lo, re ally weak, and miſtaken as to the 
Matters in Diſpute; Yet receive him, bat not to doubtful. 
Diſputations. Receive him, for God has received lim, Ver. 


Ce. He plainly proceeds upon this Ground, There may 
be Diverſicy of Apprehenſion and Judoment, even, a- 
mong good Men; One bel eves he may eat all Things; Ano- 
wer, who is is Weak eats . be is 1 ado of « File, | 


A 2 hing, 
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Thing, Vir. 2. One Man eſteems one Day above another, 


Anrder etteem eorry Day alike, Ver. 5. A to the Days 


Harly appcinted, either as 


| | | * * * » » . | 

under the Jew Diſpenſation; fome reckon'd them. 
ſelves by the Authority of a Divine Law, oblig d to 

keep up, to continue the Obſervance of em, others were 


Latisfied, that that Law it ſelf was cancelVd and diſan- 


null d, and therefore that they were not at all e6n- 


&rn'd to regard or take Notice of them. 


Noa notwithſtanding ſuch Variety of Sentiments 

| as theſe, and that their Practice was correſpondently 
_ differing, yet docs not the Apoſtle allow them to de- 
ſpiſe, to treat each other with Contempt and Scorn; 


bor, to caſt reproachful Reflections one upon aniothir : 
much leſs does he allow them to Judge or to Cenfure 


_ each others State God-ward, to pats and pronounce a 


Sentence of Eternal Death, and Damnation upon cach 


wy Other on the Account of ſuch Differences as theſe ; but 
be requires, that they receive one the other, not only 
to free and friendly Converſes, for the civil Ends and 


_* Purpoſes of Life, to Meet and Trade, and Eat and 

Drink, and (as there may be Occaſion) dwell toge- 
ther; but alſo does hereby enjoin them to receive one 
another to Chriftian Love, and Holy Communion in 
their ſolemn Aſſemblies, ſuch Differences as theſe not- 


withſtanding. 


I Thus it was directed by the Apoſtle, when he wrote 


to theſe believing Romans: and their Differences at that 


Iime, I may venture to pronounce, were at leaſt fully 
cqual to thoſe that do now diſtinguiſh the various 
Communions of Chriſtians amongſt us. And particu- 
larly, the Conteſts which now lie between Us and out 
Conforming Brethren, I cannot reckon to be in then 
ſelves of greater Difficulty or Importance, than thoſe 
that then were between the Judarzing and Genie 
Chriftians : In thoſe Debates, as well as theſe, there 
were on the one Hand, at lcaſt, equal Pretenſions to Di- 
cency and Order; And, more than that, the Appearance 
of an Expteſs, and Poſitive Law of God enjoining thode 
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Rites and Ceremonies, upon which they did fo vehe- 


| then an Apprehenſion, that the Inſtitutions of Chriſt. 
- were in danger of being Corrupted and Debas'd, and 
that his Authority would be undermincd, if they were 
Countenanced, and allowed to continue in the Church. - 
Beſides, it cannot be more certain now, as to our pre- 


and can be but on one fide only; There muſt be 
neceſſarily a Miſtake either on the one, or on the other 
Hand: And tho' in that Age, the Church had the Ad- 


ſpired Perſons, to decide the Cafe by Authority from 


we do not find it determin'd, for either of the con- 
tending Parties againſt the other. The Apoſtle does 
not here enter into a diſtinct and labour'd Conſidera- 
tion of the di ſputed Points 4 he does not ſay who 1B 
in the Right, and who under a Miſtake; much lefs does 


him of his Error, and to bring all to one fixed ant 


he does molt plainly ſeem to indulge and connive at, if 
not to allow the Difference, the diverſe Sentiments and 
Practices on both Sides. He does not lay it as a Law | 
upon the Chriſtian World, that they agree entirely in 
that which is the Truth in theſe leſſer Things; he does 


cdly Aſſent and Conſent to ſuch a certain Opinion, 
or Practice; but, ſays he, Let every one be fully perſma- 


things with a fort of Plerophory, with fuch a Temper 
of Spirit that he may be able boldly, and with Con- 
fidence, to look God in the Face. 1 look upon that to 
be in great Part, if not the whole, and only Senſe 
and ſignification of that Word. Not that cvery one 
ſhonld be able to clear up the Comroverſie on his own = 
vide, to clear up the OI upon which he ach, 


mently inſiſt: And on the other Hand, there was allo _ 


ſent Differences, than it us then in the Points here re- 
ferr'd to, that the Truth, in the Matters conteſted, is, 


vantage both of this Apoſtle, and of ſeveral other in- 


Heaven, without the leaft Danger of a Miſtake; yet 


be take Pains with the miſtaken Party to convince = 


unalterable Rule of - Uniſormity ; but, inſtead of that, 


not charge and require, that every one ſhould unfeign- 


ded in hi; onn Mind, let every one act as to theſe _ 
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to maintain them in a ſet and formal Diſputation à. 


_ gainft ſuch as are otherwiſe- minded; but be ſure, 


chat every one of you act like houeſt men, with a god 
Conlcience ; be true to the Light given in to 
you ; ſee that you be not Self- condemn'd in your 


own minds and Conſciences in what you do; be ſure, 


you be able at all Times to look up to God, in what- 


 ſoever part you take in theſe Caſes ; that you be able 


to fay, © Lord, my own Heart Teſtifies for me, and 
a thou art my Witneſs, that I do herein deſire to do 
Jof my Underſtanding, I take to be thy Mind and 

© Will. This is the unalterable Law he has left to the 
Church of Chriſt in all Ages and Generations, in ſuch 
Conteſts as theſe are; not that every one muſt be ot 


the fame Mind, but that every one {ſhould act with | 
| an honeſt Mind, and with a good Couſcience to- 
wards God in what he does, as you have it in tle 


Cloſe of Ver. 5. He does not lay it as a Law upon all 


” the Chriſtian World, that they intirely agree in one 
eltabliſh'd Way, as to ſuch Things as theſe; he docs 


not direct or allow, that there be Laws made to pale 
in the Church, within ſuch a Compaſs, and all Capa- 


| Eities of Service to the Church, and all Advantages 
from it, within the Compaſs of thoſe that are jul! 


of ſuch a Mind and Meaſure, as the prevailing Party 
happen to agree in: That there ſhall be none allow'd 


d Worſhip together, but thoſe that are entirely agreed 
in ſuch Things as theſe. No, he does not admit of, 


or give Encouragemenc to ſuch Practices as theſe, eve" 
towards the miſtaken Side: So far from it, that he does 
erxpreſly require and enjoin them, that the Weak and 


Mliſtaken Brethren, ſhould yet be owned and received 
as Brethren. And inſtead of deciding the Contro- 
verſie, he diſcountenances their further Conteſts about 


it, and plainly ſienifies, that he had rather ſuch Points 
as theſe ſhould ſtill continue doubtful, than that they 
mould hazard the Loſs of all their Charity, in their 
too eager Searches after Truth. He * for- 


whatſoever is pleaſing to thee, and what to the beſt 


wer 


coul 


this 
dev 
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bears to ſay, whether the one or the other Side were 


in the Right, and only adviſes them to act Honeſtly 
according to the Light they have, and on both Sides 
to approve themſelves to God and their own Conſci- 


ences. And that which conformably hereto, we ought 


to think and fay, is; Iam not concerned whether - 
thers be of my Mind or not; I am not io anſwer for 


them to God; I am only accountable for my own Sen- 


timents, and correſpondent Practices; and others thag 


have Sentiments differing from mine, may be as Wile, 


as Honeſt, as good every Way, as Faithful to God, 
and as Uſeful to Men; nay, poflibly they may be in 


the Right, and I miſtaken. And tho' the Truth be on 


my Side, and they under a Miſtake, yet all che reſt } . 


have ſaid before, may be true of them. 


Now then, what a peaceful Bleſſed State would fuch 
2 Temper of Spirit as this introduce among Men, 
might it but be allow'd to take Place; if every one 
were of the Mind that the Apoſtle here does induſtri- 
_ euſly ſcek to propagate ! What a happy World would 
this be! Here would be no biting, no tearing and 
devouring one another: Here would be no cunning 
little Methods and Arts uſed to undermine, to ſup- 
plant, to ruin and deſtroy one another, to fink the R- 
putation of one Party, and ſet up another. We ſhould. 


have nothing of this kind, known or heard of among 


us; but every one would conſult his Netghbour's 
Good. We thould not look pon our own Things on- 
ly, but every one allo on tlic Things of others. We 
ſhould nor ſeek our 63%2 Things, bat the Things which are 
Feſus Chriſt's Every one would rejoice in the Light, 
the Grace, the Wiſdom and the Succeis of others; ere- 
ry one would ſtudy to ſtrengthen each others Hands, 


to encourage aud bear up cach others Hearts, and join 


their united Strength and Labours together, if by any 
Means the Interelt of Chriit might be promoted. 
There would be no mutual Jealouſics, Envyines, evil 
durmiſes, Suſpicions and hard Thoughts of, or bit= _ 
ther: But ch would- 


© 


ter Reflections upon one ano 
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( 3s the Rule of the Goſpel requires) efeem others bet. 


ter than themſelves and in Honour prefer one another 
and every one would ſtrive to exceed each other in the 
| Exerciſe of moſt warm and fervent Charity among 
J.. 
And this 1 look upon to be, among others, a bright 
and convincing Evidence, that the Chriſtian Inſtituti- 


on is from Heaven, for that it has its direct Tenden 
thitber-ward; and that while we are yet but on our Way 


thither, it would (might it but duly influence and go- 


vern us) ſo far make this Earth to reſemble Heaven. 


And the Apoſtle doth not ſatisfie himſelf barely to 
lay down this as a Rule, but alſo proceeds to urge and 
preſs it upon us from ſuch Conſiderations as theſe. 

I. That we have no competent Authority to impoſe 
our judgment upon others, Yer. 4. Who art thou, ſays 
Db % judgeſt anothers Servant? You don't conſider, 
thoſe Perſons, to whom you preſcribe, and upon whom 
you would impoſe your Sentiments; they are none of 


Je Servants, not are you their Lord and Maſter, It 


is not in your Power to lay a Law upon their Minds 


and Conſciences; nay, ſo far from it, that they are them- 
| delves precluded by a Divine Law in the Caſe, that they 
cannot allow you to be their Maſter, Call no Man 
Maſter or Father upon Earth, Mat. XXIII. 8, 9, 10. 


It's plainly intended with reference to ſuch Tags as 


theſe. Don't you take the Mind, the Judgment of any 
Man upon Earth, to be a Rule or Meaſure for your 

Minds and Conſciences : Don't you therefore agree to 
any Doctrine or Practice, becauſe it is their Mind. 

This is the reſerre] Prerogative of him that is yow 
Maſter, One is your Maſter, even Chriſt. It is enough | 


for you, that you muſt immediately fall in with what 


appears to be his Mind; but let not any one ſhare with | 


hum in this Honour, that you owe entirely, and only 
"Jo EEE oa ons 0 


2᷑. He further preſſes it from this Conſideration, 
that tho our Apprehenſions differ about leſſer Things, 


yet in the greateſt ones, we are agreed, For this is ſun- 


. poled 


„ COT O05 
poſed 1n the Caſe, that they are Chriſtians on both ſides, 
and that even, as to the very Points wherein they 
differ, yet, according to the beſt of their Judgment, 
they are purſuing what they take to be the Mind of 
Chriſt, and are ſincerely endeavouring to pleaſe and 
approve themſelves to him: For this is plainly the 
Meaning of the Text, He that regards a Day, regards it 
to the Lord; and he that regards not the Day to the Lord 
he does not regard it. They are on both ſides agreed to At 


with a moſt ſincere confcieatious Regard ro God and 
the Redeemer: They are on both ſides ſollicitous tro 
underftand the Mind of Chriſt, to fall in with that, 

and to approve themſelves to him in the Matter. 


Therefore, wherein his Mind is plain and clear, as it 
is always in Things of greateſt Importance ( and ſuch, 

upon which our Salvation does depend) there they are 
all, and cannot but be agreed. And is it fit that we 


ſhould contend with each other in our way to Hea- 


yen; that we ſhould deſpiſe, judze, cenſure, hare, fly from 


one another, on account of tuch trivial Things, when 
there are ſo much more ſtrong and powerful Bands 


of Love that Chriſt has laid upon us; and tuch a Spirit 
in both, as does naturally incline us to unite molt inti- 
mately one with another? Wheuce it follows.  _ 
3. That they are on both ſides, (they that cat aff 
Things, and they that eat only Herbs ; they that regard 

a Day, and they that regard it not) accepted of God: He 
bas received them. v. 3. There are ſome of cach fort, 


ill the ſincere, all the truly pious among them, . 
(however they differ in their Sentiments about thete 


things) are accepted with God. The Differences on 


which they are too apt to over - value themielves, and 


deſpiſe others, are what our Great Lord lays no firels 
upon; they will no way influence the Judgment of 


Chriſt concerning them. Conformiſfts and Non-Confor- 


miſts, if they be truly ſerious and devoted to him, he 
docs and will equal receive; as he did the Jewith and 
the Gentile Chriſtian of Old, whote Differences were 
not only equal to, but greater than ours: And 1 wy 
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| ſhall we not receive one auother ? Shall we judgc 
or deſpiſe, and contend with one another, ſo as tif 
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this Account, and Char Zes em as if they were turn 


one Houſe, one Church, ſhall not be able to hold — 


when we are ſure, that one Heaven muſt at 146; 
| Shall not we, when we come thither, be aſhamed d 


our unnatural Heats and Contentions, when we ſee 


our Heavenly Father, and our dear Redeemer, hoy 

they have covered our mutual Infirmities, and how 

J kindly we are accepted of them ? Shall we not, I fay, 

de aſhamed then of our Anger and Uncharitablenej, 

ol our impoſing and irreconcilable Spirit that we bore 

towards each other, while we were yet on the way 

tnhithber? From ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, does the 

|  Apoltle preſs and propagate a right Chriſtian Temper, 
2 ppirit of Union and Moderation among Chriſtans. 


But after all, this may ſeem not ſo well to conſiſt with 


what the Apoſtle favs to the Judaizing Galatians, in 
that Epiſtle, Chap. IV. Yerſe 10, 11. And ſome may 


from thence be ready to Object. Here indeed he allows, 


bat he that regards a Day, regards it to the Lord; and 
be that regards not the Day, to the Lord he does not ve- 
ard it; And bids em receive one another, and be fully 
per ſraded in their own Minds, every one act according 
to his own Senſe and Sentiments. Bur, in that other 
Place, he Cenſures the one ſort with great Severity on 
this Account; ye Obſerve, ſays he, Days, and Month, 
and Times, and Years, I am afraid * you let 1 has 


beſtowed on you Labour in Vain. The Tide ſeems to be 


ſtrangely turn'd; juſt now he faid, ler every on 
lie fully perſwaded in his own Mind, let him that regard 
a Day regard it to the Lord, and he is not to blamed for 
ſo doing. But here he reproaches them for Obſcrr- 
ing Times, and Years, and Days, and Months. How 
can theſe Texts Conſiſt? We may ſuppoſe, that ther 
did it to the Lord, as he Intimates they ſhould ; and 
yet he ſuſpects their State, and ſuggeſts his Fears cor. 
cerning em, as if all his former Labours among the 


had been loſt; and Speaks very hard Things upon 
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judge Naay to another Goſpel, Gal. J. 6, And declares, that 

as tif; It was lite to Profit them Nothing. Where now is all the 
Id us Whjoderarion fo warmly recommended and preisd before! 

t laſt? Necdes, it ſeems a direct Inc nſiſſency and Contra- 
ned of Wi;4ion; at one Tin ehe ſecms to allow them that were 
ve fee tisfied, to obſerve Days, and Months, and Years, aud 
„ bo Mt another Time, he ſeems to Charge them upon uſing 
I boy ler Liberty, as if they were Apoltates from Chriſt, 
I fay, Wd Ci:riftianity, as if they bad turn'd away to another 
leneis, Woipel, renounced the very Chriſtian Name and Profeſ- 

e bore ion; and as if there were no Hope in their Caſe, that 
e Way bey were ever like to go to Heaven 
es the WW But after all, if we will but diftinguiſh differing = 
emper, WC ſes, the Matter will be very Clear. Particularly, do but 


conſider, That in the ene Place he allows, at leaſt con- 


t with {Wives at their obſerving the Days appointed under the 

ns, in law, as it was practiſed by the Believing Jens, of which 

may tete were many then in the Imperial City of Rome; 

lows, there were Multitudes of Fes, born ſuch, that were 

3 «nd converted to Chriſtianity, who were not thereupon im- 1 
vt re- inediately ſatisfied, that they were to lay aſide, to 4 
fh WMccaſe from all their Old Cuſtoms, Rites and Ceremonies, | 1 
ding Nin which they had bcen train'd up to that very Day; 1 
Other Wi they knew they onee had the Stamp of Divine Authority, 4 
y on aud they did not know that this was taken off; and ; 
ſont h, ercfore they were boneſtly Defirous and Willing, even 5 
' hrs Win the Obſervation of theſe Things, to approve their 1 
to be Hearts to God, and they were not fo forward to con- 4 
one demn the Gentiles that had never uſed theſe Thinges; . 
gar theſe he does therefore indulge and Countenance. But 4 
A tor Wi in that other Epi/le, he condemns that Practice of ob- a} 
err fuving Days and Times, and Months, and Years, as it 1 
How vas taken up by Gentiles who had no pretence in the 5 


the, World that ever they were under any Obligation to do | | 
and ſ, who had never been trained up to it, nor oblig'd todo | 


a T 
: 5 ; 
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corn. He makes great Allowances for the Prejudices of E- 
them ducation, and long Cuſtom, in the one, but it was a 
upon perfect Innovation in the other Caſe. In the one Caſe, 
m be conſiders em as coming off from Judaiſm to Chriti- 


14 
unity, and therefore allows em Gradually to take 1e,,, 


he finds Gentile Chriſtians turning their 
Simplicity of the Goſpel, debaſing the Purity, if not de 


Redeemer had now order'd to be thrown out of th, 
Church. Andifthis be not enough, it may be Further 
added, that in the one Caſe, he conſiders this obſerving 
Days, Months, Ycars, or Wecks, meerly as the Pradi;; 


up with a deſign to impoſe, and lay it as a Law upon 
the whole Chriſtian Church. The 

N at Rome were willing to continue their own Practice, 
without cenſuring others; but the Apoltatizing Gala- 
a2 ( who were Originally Gentiles) were revolted in 
FJiualdaiſm, or at leaſt fairly upon their Way thither, 
and werefor laying Loads upon their Brethren; accor- 
ding to them, this mult be obſerv'd, as that without 
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of what they had been accuſtom' d to. In the other & 
Backs upon th 


Rroying altogether the Power of Chriſtianity, an 
bringing in all that Heap of Fewiſh Rubbiſh, which the 


of theſe Perſons; in the other Caſe, he conſiders it as taken 


Fe wiſh Chr iff lan K 


which, there could be no Juſtification, no Accep- 


tance of their Perſons, no Salvation to be had. And 
therefore the Apoſtle, conſonantly to ſuch Principles of 
theirs, ſpeaks of them as if they did expect to be juſli- 
fied by theſe Works of the Law, Gal. V. 4. Whoſorver 
0 you are juſtified by the Law ye are fallen from Grac. 
They agreed with thoſe falſe Teachers, mention'd AF; 
XV. 1.5. Who went up and down endeavouring to 
propagate this, (for, and inſtead of the Goſpel, ) that 


1 except Men be a 4, and ob ſerve the Days, Montl, 


Fears, perſcribed in the 
ab{tain from Meats therein forbidden, and obſerve 21 
the Cuſtoms, Rites and Ceremonies thereby appointed, 


Moſaical Lam; and unleſs they 


. they cannot be ſaved. This, ſays he, is another Golps|. 


When you fet up theſe Things in Conjunction witli 
Chriſt, much more when you put em in his ſtead; 5 
are fallen from the Grace of the Goſpel with a Witnets. 
What, does Chriſt's coming ſtand for nothing with you? 
Is the Church till really in the fame State, as it wi 
before he came? And are theſe Rituals to be now ſet 
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ke lc in Oppoſition to him, which before his Coming, 

er Ci by * allowed, were to be uſed as a Pedago- 
pon the to lead us to Chriſt; to carry the Mind and Faith of 
"not de Je believing Fews to the promiſed and expected Re- 

y, andMWiccmer. Now, this therefore is to be conſidet d, There 

hich te a vaſt Difference between a meer Prattiſing ſuch 
of thefſhings as theſe, upon a miſtaken Judgment, for the 
further atiskying our own Minds; and the fetting up out 
fervingown 2s the Adeaſure and Standard of all other Minds: 
Practial Tis one Thing, peaceably to enjoy and follow our own 

15 takenMOpinion 5 and another Thing to Abridge others of their 
upon Liberty: One Thing, modeſtly to Judge and Chuſe for 
brifian;Wour ſeſves; another, to Preſcribe to others, and preſume 
ractic io Judge forall the World, as if no one was a Chriſtian, 


Galai-· ¶ or accepted of God, or in a State of Salvation, but they 


ted ind who are juſt of our Mind; as if all were damn'd Schiſma- H 
hither, WM :icks and Hereticks, and mult periſh everlaſtingly, who do 
acconact come upto our Mealure. Eoin 

vithoutlW This is the Spirit the Apoſtle here does fo warmly in- 
Accep- veigh againſt ; tis with an Eye to this, That he with 
Andi fuch Concern tells em, I am æfraid of you, that I have la- 
ples a bar d among yon in Vain. You pretend to ſet up theſe 
 julti-W Things as a Standard and Meaſure to all Mankind, and 
ofoever WM preſs em, as if their everlaſting State did depend upon em 
Grace. when it is plain, that herein you are under a Miſtake; _ 
A can you not be contented your felves to Practice upon 
ing to your own miſtaken Judgment, but you mult fet up +» 
J that your {ſelves as a Standard to all the World about you; 
ontls, WW and no Man muſt be allow'd to ſhare in the Divine 
s they Favour, unleſs he is of your miſtaken judgment? 7/7 
ve al n afraid of you, that 1 labow'd among you in Vain: I 
inte, WF am atraid rhe Goſpel has never had any Influence up- 
rolpel on you, never has taken hold of your Spirits; io that 
with fill, that which ſcems to be an Inconſiſtency with 

I; is Context, does only tend to illultrate, and add the 
encls. WY clearer Light to it, when it is rightly underitood, 


you? I have been fo long upen the Context, that I have 
wis but little room to give you what I have to fay, par- 
v ſet BI iicularly upon the Text, But it is fo Neceſſary at all 


tideh, as they reſpect the foregoing Context, and lu 


Qrre to pleaſe Him, may in their Printiples and Prattice 


other. One is for regarding a Day, another no: fo 


14 The Prafical Improvement 
Times, and eſpecially ſo ſeaſonable in this Age and Da 
that I hope you will not reckon we wy been * 
pending the Time, in what has been ſaid hitherto. 
And thus far we have conſiderd the Words 7:1; 


geſt to us this Truth, That ſuch as are ſerious Chriſi 
And ds 47 with a Conſcientious Regard to the 2 8 


about leſſer Things, be directly oppoſite and contrary 10 on 


regarding it. One thinks it highly Neceſſary andi x be 
_ Vetul, whereas the other thinks it Needleſ and u my o 
perſtitious. One regards a Day, and the other avoid Impor 
all Appearance of regarding it; and yet they are ho- ters ei 
neſt and pious, conſcientious, and ſerious Chriſtiam and te 


don both Sides. And this we have touch d upon in w the 
Onder to promote Mode ration among Chriſtians. bim, 
Hhut if we conſider the Words more abſftraftly, they have | 


1 will alſo ſerve to promo e Piety, as they may ifford u this! 
this Point, (which 1 chuſe to ſpend our remaining ſhou] 


JJJJͥͤĩͥ 8 
That even in ſo low, and little Things, as the obſerving, Wl ufied 


or not obſerving a Day, a Common-Day, thoſe that fore, 
of a right Chriſtian Spirit, will be acted with regard uM de © 


God, and the Redeemer. For this muſt be fundamen- H 
tally ſupposd, in order to what the Apoſtle fays; Al 
be that regards a Day, to the Lord he does regards it : 1 take L 


it for granted, that the Context ſpeaks of Com- way 


Day, that really were fo, whatſoever Sacredneſs ſome MI und: 


Mens miſtaken Judgment might have Stampt upon **rv 


them; ns plain, the Faſts and Feaſts appointed by i ide 
the Femiſh Law were hereby intended: The Obligati- his 
on to obſerve which, was now abrogated and dilan- Ml Ves 


nud, and thereupon they were return'd to the Ram Mie! 


of Common-Days ; yet, if any real Chriſtian would det. 


ſtill regard them to the Lord, he does uot difailow d I 


it : Whether they did regard or not regard em, he 1 _ 
not ſo much concern'd, as that it may be unto the Bi d 


9 Ĩ bereſote, 


Fahnen tn» | 
Thetefore, now to bring the Matter to this Day, this 1 


nd Dar 


en e Day : Some perhaps may expect I ſhould deliver — 
. "Thoughts, whether . this is 25 tw bs repnided;  F# - 
ds rer not to be regarded ; whether 1c is really the Day 5 1 1 
nd ſup bat the Name commonly put upon it, does Import; fi 
rife Mwhether it is Lawful to regard it, or whether it be [4 
rd, anMinful and Superſtitious. Doubtleſs, even in this very 4 
praclia point, and ſuch Qneſtions as theſe, the Truth lies but F | 

y rs Men one Side; yet according to the Rule of the Apo; . 
no: fe file; I think it better to leave this fill, a Doubtful Thing 
ry ani it de ſo with any of ycu; and rather chuſe to emplo ß 
and my own Time, and your's, upon what is of greater 

avoid Importance, than the determining ſuch diſputed Mat- "I 

are ho- ters either Way. If 1 can but effectually learn my (eff, | 


riftiang 
pon m 


10 
rip 


ind teach you, how to ſancti fie even our Common Time 
to the lo. and to regard a Day, any, every Day to 
bim, I am ſure we ſhall have no Reaſon to reckon we 
have E or miſpending our Time upon 

this Day. And I had rather the Labour of this Hour 


3 0 — — 
— V — ö nm 


aining I ſhould contribute ſomething. to your real Service all 
| your Days, than that a meer Curioſity ſhould be gra- 
erving, Wl tificd as to one or other particular Day. And there- 


hat are fore, the Remainder of the Time we are together, ſhall 


ards de employ'd, in ſhewing, Em 
amen- = we " to _ Day unto the io 1 . | | 
ſays; And to preſs it from proper moving Conhiderations. | _ 
1 take J. Hs 1 to — Bur — the Lord er W ben 1 A 
um- may we be ſaid todo it? And here I would not be 
- ſome | underſtood to ſpeak of the L:i7d's Day, and the peculiar | 
upon WM Services he himfelf hath dinected and preſcribed for .P 

ed by WI the ſanctifying that Day, which he bath claim'd 23 4 
ligati- bis own, and diftinguiſh'd from all other Days: But 1 | 

dilan- WF {feak of every, or any other Common Day, whether 

Rank WI Men call it Holy or not, whether we think it oor 

vould not, how we may yet regard it to the Lord. And. 

Ow Of 1. Then do we regard our Days to the Lord, when we 

he is do not ſuffer any Day to paſs over us, wherein he is 


forgotten by us. We cannot be truly ſaid to regard 
ny Day to the Lord, if we don't remember him upon 


o the 


eſote, 


them, nor what they had to do for him, nor what Ac- 


on the contrary, good Men are Characteriz d by their 


| Dilcoveries and Revelations of the Goſpel, otherwiſe 


ont for us; nor are we allow'd to offer any Services 


ing unto Feſus. Think of him who is our Lord, every 
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_ The Practical Improvement. 
at. They were a ſort of Perſons without God in th. 
World, Wicked Men, of whom we are told, Tha 

through the Pride of their Countenance they would not ſer 

after God,God was not in all their Thoughts, Pſal. X.4. They 
bad no Regard to him one Day or other: Whatever 
Concerns they had to mind, they did no way concern 
him in them, nor commend them to his Direction or 
Bleſſing. They neither thought of their Dependance 
on him, nor his Propriety in, and Sovereignty over 


| 8 | count they were like to give of themſelves to him. But 


| thinking on his Name, They that feared the Lord, and 
thong hi upon his Name, Mal. III. 16. Chriſtians that re- 
gard their Days unto the Lord, they will have their 
ſtated Times at leaſt once, or offer, every Day, in 
which to retire for ferrous Thoughts of God, and Con- 
verſes with him; they will have him and his Name 
: — in the Houſes and Habitations where they 
2. 'Tis not enough that we think of the Lord every 
Day, but we ſhould think of him according to the 


uc do not think on him aright. This Term [the Lori] 
does in the New Teſtament peculiarly ſignifie the Lord 
Chritt, in whoſe Hand God has intruſted the whole 
Afar of our Recovery and Salvation: We can expect 
no Mercy from God, but what he has obtain'd, and ſues 


to God, in any other Name but his; and ſhould any 
Day paſs over us, wherein our Lord Jeſus is diſte- 
garded and forgotten by us! We are required to {i 
unio him, and to live the Life we live in the Fleſh by tht 
Faith of him, and how can this be done without 1004 


Day let him have ſome room in your Thoughts; let 
- your Thoughts be inlarg'd to take in (as you can) tl! 
whole Compals of his Mediatorial Work; let his In- 
carnation and Nativity, his Lite, his Sufferings, hs 


; * 


in the 
i 5 
not feet 
4. They 
hatever 
Oncern 
tion Or 


the Riglit Hand of the Father, be daily thought of by 


ndance and Teacher of hie Church, whom we are bound to hear, 
y Ore nd the High-Prieft of our Profeſſion, who by one 
at A Oflering has for ever perſected them that are ſanctifiQ? 
- we ad; That he is our onely Advocate with the Father, 
then no does now appear in the Preſence of God for us, 
A and ever lives to make Interceſſion. And in le 
> thei 3. Place, our Thoughts of bim ought not to be 


1 rious Thoughts, ſuch as may Tincture our very Spirits, 
Na "Wl and form our Minds, fo as we may retain the Senſe 
e f 8 and Savour of them throughout the whole 2. We 
© ey cannot indeed be actually thinking of our Lord every | 


every 


do the ought to Act and Behare our ſelves always, and at 
crunk Well Times, as if we thought of him: And this is the 
Lad) Meaning of thoſe Texts, where we are injoin'd to be 


> Lord 


= God, our firſt and moſt early Thoughts ſhoul be of _.. 
id ſues him; nor ſhould we ſatisfie our ſelves with any kind 
rvics of Thoughts, tho never ſo Looſe or Careleſs, tho they 
id any have neyer ſo little Power and Influence upon us; 
dil. bat we ſhould go on to think, and engage our Minds 
o lie vith intenſeneſs upon ſuch Thoughts, till we find they 


by the 
t lo0k- 
every 


) te not be -preyail'd upon to act otherwiſe, than as if be 
18 In- vere actually thought of, and remembtred by Us. It is 
s, lis dot enougb, 28 has been W to you upon anc =» 


(ction 


„ Chriſtmas-Day. „ 
Reſurrection, Aſcenſion into Glory, and lis Sitting at 


you : Every Day remember that this Lord is the con 
tant Witneſs of what you do; That his Eyes areas 2 
Flame of Fire; That his Eyes behold, and his Eye-Lids 
wy the Children of Men; That this Lord is your Judge, your 
King and Lawgiver, that one Lawgiver, who is able 

to Save and to Deltroy ; That he is the great Prophet 


Hour, and Moment of the Day; but we may, and - 


in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long, and to ſer the 
Lord always before us. We ſhould begin the Dey = » TR 


have reach'd our very Spirits, and left a ſericus Savour 
there; ſo as that when we go into the World, into 
whatever Company, engage in whatever Aﬀair, theſe. 
Thoughts may ſtill have an Influence upon Us, and we 


ther 


Slight and Superficial, but moſt deeply BETS --- 
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ther Occaſion elſewhere, that we ſhould every Day te. 
member the Lord, only while we are upon our Knees; 
but our Regards to him, ſhould accompany us in alf 
 _ our Converſes with Men, and in the Management of 
all our wordly Affairs. In our loweſt and moſt com. 


mon Concerns, even in the directing and regulating 


our very Recreations, Viſits, Entertainments, we ought 
not altogether to leave out Regards to the Lord: All 
Occurrences of Providence through the Day, we ſhould 
entertain as order'd and over-rul'd by him: We ſhould 
eye him in all the Relations we ſtand in to one anorher; 
All the Truſts he commits to us, we ſhould diſcharge 


with a conſcientious and faithful Regard to him. Re- 


ligion ſhould run through all we do.“ Whether we ex 

or drink, or whatever we do, we are to do all to the Glory 
of God, 1 Gr. X. 31. The Apoſtle John mentions an 
Inſtance, than which there is hardly any thing of 
which it could be lefs 1magin'd, that Religion could 


de found in it, tis the meer Civility of bringing 2 


Friend upon his Way in a Journey; and yet he ſpeaks 


of it in ſuch a Manner, as plainly ſignifies that a fe- 


 Higious Regard to the Lord ought not to be leſt out there, 
3 John, Ver. 6. Whom ( ſays he) if thou bring forward on 
their Fourney after a Godly Sort,thou ſhalt do well. Even ſuch 


oY civil Act as this we are to do after 4 Godly Sort. Re- 


ligion is not even here, to be wholly laid aſide. Herein 
vou are to act with Sincerity, with a Heart full ef 
Fork to God, and to good Men for his Sake. Mir 
Religion with your Civilities, that you would ſhew 


to your Friends; this is that which T would therefore 


preſs and perſwade your to, in every thing to ſhe 3 


1 ſerious Regard to the Lord from Day to Day; ſo would 


you find, or make every Day a Holy Day (in 2 


RE very gocd Senſe ) to God, and a Profitable and Pleafant 


TY 0 nr ß nr as T7977 
Il. And to perſwade you to this, let me preſs yo 
ſericuſly to conſider the following Particulars, _ 

I. Is not he the Lord of every Day? He is the Lord 
... of cur Lives, and all our Time, every Part of * 
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8 | you 
IF Lord 


t is in 
bi 


e 49 


dis Hands; he it is that has the Diſpoſal of All. Had 


you ever any one Day in your Lives, that he did not 
he di 
he will leave out of your final reckoning ? 


need to regard him. And, 


2. Have you not daily) need of him? Do you not 
need his Preſence to revive you, his Strength to ſupper 
you, his Light to guide you, his Grace to pardon you, 
his Spirit to quicken and ſanctifie you, and ſubdue your 
Corruptions for you? Don't you need him in all Parts 
and Inſtances of the ſpiritual Life every Day? Nay, 
don't you need him alſo for the Purpoſes of your Na- 
tural Life? Can you do any Thing without him? Can 
you Live, Move, Breath, or have your Being, without 
um? Can you Speak, Convetſe, Walk about and 
Tranſact your Affairs, without him? Can you employ 
your Thoughts to contrive or carry on your common 


Concerns in the World, if he ſhould ſuſpend his In- 


fuence for any Day, or any ſmall Part of the Day? Ad 


will you not regard every Day to him 


gon? Heb. IX. 24. To what Purpoſe is that ſignified to 


us, if he would not have us to make Uſe of him? And 
we are told, That he Lives on Purpoſe, contin»ally, to make 
[nterceſſion for us, Heb. VII 25. And can there be more 
egregious Contempt pour'd upon him, or a greater Injury 


done to him, than to ſuffer one Day after another to paſs 


over us, without any Regard ro him, no Requeſt put up 
to him, no Trult repos d in him, no Dependance Ex- 
e ee GI 37:45 rie 


* 5 — KS 4 9 n - . 


zive you? And has he given you any Day which 
I hav give you for himſelf, and which you are 
not accountable td bim for? Is there any one Day 
there were, 
then you would have a Day wherein you would not 


3. Ts not the Lord daily expecting, and waiting for your 
Regards 2 This Name [Lord] may be underttood either of 

God or Chriſt : But here 1 ſpeak more particularly of 
Chriſt, who (as I faid before) is more expreſly intended 
here by the Word Lord. Is he not willing to be imploy- 

ed by you? Does not he tell you, he is now, always. ere- 
ry Day, continually appearing in the Preſence of Gad fir 


— * ö 0 _ * 2 of : ; * — 7 


5 5. It would al'o make Religion Shine ; if Chriſtiars ind 
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F erciſed upon him, | no Expectations of any good fro 


nl Years it 
him, no Notice at all taken of him, no looking 


cauſe th 


unto” Jeſus ; and he all the while waiting when and Ga 
will. look up, and remember him, when we will employſſup, ane 
nim in his proper Place and Work? But again, of it as 
__ 4. This Duty of regarding and remembring the Lord ful Gra 
from Day to Day; is it not what your Baptiſmal Cena mand 
binds you to? Is not this to live like Chrifhans ? To liul in the 
uno the Lord? Is not this Neceſſary to enable you to Cay lam p! 
to us to live is Chriſt? Is not this to live by Faith, to li your L 
the Lifz you live in the Fleſh by the Faith of the Son of and do 
God? For that cannot ſurely mean that you barely oel Religic 
in a Week, or Month, or no one knows how long a Time lick Fc 
live to him, or make Uſe of him, and {eriouſly think off your v 
Faour Concerns that lye in his Hands; but it is to do i View 
every Day. You may as well imagine a Man may li &c. | 
__writhoutBreathing : Gan his Natural Life continue a D Uſefu 
without Breathing? No more can his Spiritual Life be ction 
maintained without looking to Jeſus, and ſending uM be of 
the Breathing of his Soul Heaven-ward. It's true, we can gina]. 
Hold our Natural Breath for a ſhort Time, and yet live 6. 
and it is not Neceſſary that we ſhould be actually Bre- Worl 
ching Heaven-ward every Moment; but, a Living to the Grow 
Lord muſt needs carry in it a frequent repeated Act off dy at 
that Kind. In ſhort, this is to be religious indeed; and very 
_ where it is not thus, where this is not endeavoured aſter, love 


where Religion is not made our every Days Work, I nM bowe 
afraid it is little more than a Name, a Life-leſs Shadow have 
JJJJJC000 ⁊ d EL 
would but thus regard every Day to the Lord. Fhere at grow 
Thoſe to whom the Plaimieſs and Simplicity of the Got * 
pel-Inſtitution is no Way agreeable ; and who therefor: Ml aſter 


put upon it Ornaments cf their own deviſing, But after WW milie 


all, there is no real Glory or Beauty in Religion, but what} your 


Godhasput upon it; all Humat e Additions are but 3 likel 


Paint upon a Comely Countenance, which does on Fious 
tend to Debaſe and deſtroy it; it ſhines beſt and brightet mutt 
in its Native Beauties: And the true Reaſon why cf . you 


— — 


off Chriſtmas- Day. ol 


Years it has made fo little a Figure in the World, is, be- 
cauſe there has been ſo great a fondneſs for the Splendor 
nd Gaiety with which Men themſelves have dreſsd it 
up, and fo few have livd under the Governing Power 
of it as Chriſt has left it. Practical Godlinefs has an ar- 
ful Gravity in it, which is of it ſelf Sufficient to com- 
mand Reſpe&: It needs only to ſhew it ſelf, to appear 
in the World as it came from Heaven : And this is what 
Jam preſſing to. Do you take Care that it be feen in 
your Daily, and continu d Courſe, live like Chriſtians, 
and do not meerly Pray like ſuch: Do not confine your 
Religion to your Cloſets, Families, or even to the Pub- 
lick Forms and Times of Worthip ; but let it Influence Do 
your whole Converſation, and be brought forth tothe 
View of all the World, ler your Light [tine before Menn, |} 
&c. Mat. V. 16. This may cauſe its Innocence, its J 
Uſefulneſs, and its Pleaſantneſs to appear to the Convi- 
Life be ction of its Enemies, that all may fee and own it to 
in be of God, to have an Heavenly extract and Ori- 

6. This will alſo tend to ſpread Chriſtianity in the | 
World. Nothing will fo much Contribute to its 
Growth and Progreſs, and make it meet with fo rea 
dy and general Acceptance and Entertainment in 
very Heart and Conſcience. They that cannot yet 
love the Auſterities of Religion for themſelves, wilt 
however approve of them in others: And you wil! 
have a Witneſs in their Conſciences, that this ſerious - | 
univerſal Holineſs is according to the Mind of Gd. 
and that it will never be well with them, till they | 
—— cc. TEC... 
7. This will make Religion la, and, ſecure it to 
after Ages and Generations, Your Poſterity, the Fa- _ 
milies that deſcend from you, and are riſing up in 
your Place and Stead, will by this Means be meſt 
hkely to be impreſt with a Savcur and Love of fe= 
rious God lineſs: Which confequently will be tranſ- 
mitted from Generation to Generation. And aan 
you be content that Religion ſh-uld dic out of your 
DET SEE, Families 


. . prr andes 
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Families with you? Have you no Concern for the 
Intereſt of Chrilt, what becomes of it after your own 
Time? And whence is it, that ſo many that bare 
been religiouſly educated, and have learnt ſo much 
ol the Form of Chriſtianity as to be able to make 
a Show of Religion, while their pious Anceſtors were 
alive, have deſerted their Profeſſion ſo foon as eve 
they were Dead? Is it not from this, that they ne- 
ver felt any thing of the Power of Religion in them. 
ſelves: Too little perhaps of univerſal Godlineſs ap- 
pear d in thoſe that went before them: They could 
not know what paft between God and their Religi- 
ous Parents in Secret, and for Publick Worthip they 
reckond it meer Matter of Form, and conſequently 
not worth the continuing any longer, than they could 
JC % en 
And in ſhort, till Religion be wrought into cur 
Converſation, it will not appear to have any thing 
of Reality in it, and no Wonder then that every Az: 
the Profeſſion and Shew of it grows lefs and lets ill 
it utterly diſappear and be Extinct. If therefore you 


have any Concern for the Name of God and Chrif, 
that that ſhould live and be continu'd in the World; 


il you have any Regard to your own Families and Poſteri- 


ty, that they may be the Lords, and be faitliful to lin 


in their Day and Generation: In ſhort, if you would 
not that Chriſtianity it ſelf ſhould expire with the pre- 
ſent Age, fee that you thus adorn your Profeſſion, er- 
emplifie and ſhew its univerſal Influence. And. 
laſtly, Thus alſo may you comfortably review your pf 


Time and Life. when your Days are drawing to a Clolc, | 


and the final Reckoning does approach. And believe it, 
wee ſhall need all the Supports that can be had at ſuch : 
Time, and ſhall find all little enough for us To give up 
our departing Souls with our dying Breath, to lay dow 
our Heads in the Duſt, to break away from all our mc: 
affectionate Relations, our faithful Friends, and mos 
delightful Enjoyments, to leave them all at once behin! 


As, never to ſee, or return to them any more; to be {um- 
5 | | = | | ien 
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5 of Chriſtmas-Day. ef 23 
mon d before the Bat of God, and inthe Preſence of that 
dreadful Majeſty, to give an Account of our ſelves, of our 
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hay 
dae been intruſted, and what Improvement we have made of 


male Mall. This is new. and range Work to us, what we have 0 
s Were Inc ver yet done, but *tis what we mult ere long do: And 
„uc will you eyer be able to go through withit? You 


they will plead, it may be, your Profeſſion of his Name, your 

\ them. attending upon Ordinances, Cc. But what will this a- 

ſs ap- rail you, if in your daily Courſe you have hv'd without 
could bim in the World, Mat. VII. 21, 22, 23. Luk. XIII. 25, 
Religi- 26, 27. Or if you plead the Righteouſneſs and Merits of 

ip they Chriſt, that you truft in him and depend upon him alone 

uently for Salvation, do youthink a LO RD hom you have 


_ be your Saviour! But the Joys and Pleafures of the Holy 


to cu faithful Soul, whole whole Life has been a living to God, E 


thing will be then Unſpeakable. He that can truly fay, © Lord, £ 
ry Age © my whole Life and Time has been devoted to thee, zo 


© we to live was Chrift, ever ſince J feriouſly enter'd into 
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Covenant with thee. And (unallow'd Infirmities ex- 
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Ce * cepted ) not a Day hath paſſed, wherein I have not 
Forld: Ml © walked with thee. With what inward Satisfaction and 
ofteri- Joy, under the ſenſible Approaches of Death, may ſuch an 
to him one look up and ſay, as Hezekiah did, Remember non O Lord, 
would roy I have walked before thee in Truth, and with 4 per ſect 


Heart. Such an one may not only ſubmit to die, but with 
Pleaſure think, that his Days are at End, and that the 
Times of his Recompence and Refreſhing are come. How- 

joyiully does he wait for the kind Sentence of his Lord, 
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Ciolc. MW who will accept his weak Endeavours, excuſe and pardon © 

eve it 13 many Neglects, and the Mixtures of Corruption that : 

ſuch a MI bare attended his belt Services, and will aſſuredly pro- 

ive up ounce in his Caſe, Well done, good and faithful Servant, 
conn center tos into the Foy of thy Lord. Thus will God at thas 

met Dy remember and gloriouily recompence the ſteady, _ 
most the fincere and faithful Regards, we have ſhewn to him, 

hin! bis Intereſt and Name in our preſent Day. Hh 
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whole Time, and of all our Talents with which we have 


all along neglected and diſregarded from Day to Day wil! 
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